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Electrical conductivity of the Dion±Jacobson (D±J) type layered perovskite oxides, AA'2M3O10 (A~K, Rb, Cs;

A'~Ca; M~Nb, Ta), is determined by AC impedance analysis in hydrogen atmospheres and in air. The

electrical conductivity behavior of the layered perovskite oxides in hydrogen is different from that in air.

Among the layered perovskites, KCa2Nb3O10 exhibits the highest electrical conductivity, s, of 3.261024 S cm21

at 45 ³C with an activation energy, Ea, of 0.25 eV in a hydrogen atmosphere. Open circuit voltage

measurements at room temperature with hydrogen±oxygen gas concentration cells reveal that the mobile charge

carriers are most likely protonic in origin. The electrical (proton) conductivity is comparable to that of fast

lithium ionic conductors based on the perovskite structure such as (Li,La)TiO3 at the same temperature.

1. Introduction

Among the various mono-valent ions with fast-ion transport in
solid state ionic conductors, protons play a special role in view
of their size and possible applications.1 The present interest in
solid proton conductors includes energy conversion in fuel
cells, electrolytic cells, the sensing of hydrogen, ammonia or
water, hydrogen pumps and the determination of fundamental
thermodynamic and kinetic quantities of solids with hydrogen
as one of the constituents. In general, solid state proton
conductors (SSPCs) are being classi®ed according to the
preparation method, structural dimensions and operating
temperatures.2 With regard to the temperature, SSPCs are
classi®ed into two types, (i) low-temperature and (ii) high-
temperature conductors. Inorganic metal oxide hydrates3

(SnO2?2H2O, V2O5?nH2O) and solid acids, hydrogen uranyl
phosphate,4 H3OUO4PO4?3H2O and phosphotungstic acid,5

H3PW12O40?nH2O (n~21±29) are examples of low-tempera-
ture proton conductors. Acceptor-doped 3D perovskites,6±9

(Sr,Ba)(Zr,Ce)O3, and rare earth oxides10,11 (Gd2O3, Dy2O3,
Er2O3, Y2O3) which may exhibit proton conduction in
hydrogen containing atmospheres at elevated temperature
(w600 ³C) are typical examples of high temperature proton
conductors. The proton conduction in these oxides is
considered to be due to the following defect reactions at high
temperature in the KroÈger±Vinck notation12

H2OzV
..
ozO|

o ©2 OH� �.o (1)

where V??
o , O6

o and [OH]?o represent oxygen vacancies created
by the trivalent ion substitution for the regular tetravalent ion,
oxygen and proton attached to the lattice (structural) oxygen.
Hence, oxygen vacancies and water vapor are essential for the
proton conduction.6±9 It is assumed that the proton conduction
occurs by the migration of hydroxyl (OH?

o) groups by the
Grotthuss mechanism.1,13 However, there is a competing
electronic (hole) and oxide ion conduction in various gas
atmospheres and at various temperatures.6±9

Interesting examples of both low- and high-temperature
proton conductors are based on the layered perovskite oxides.
For example, the n~2 member of the D±J series,14,15

HLaNb2O7?nH2O,16,17 is the typical example for the low

temperature SSPC and n~3 member of the Ruddlesden±
Popper (R±P) series;18 H2Ln2Ti3O10 (Ln~rare earth) oxides
are examples of high temperature SSPCs.19 These layered
perovskite oxides were obtained from their corresponding
alkali analogues by ion exchange reaction using acids. The
proton conduction occurs, however, in the ®rst case along the
surface of the grains. In the latter case, the electrical conduction
is most likely due to proton conduction in the anion-de®cient
layered perovskite, Ln2Ti3O9, which is formed in situ at
temperatures above 200 ³C. Thus, the observed proton
conduction is analogous to that of acceptor-doped anion
de®cient (Sr,Ba)CeO3 perovskites.19 However, the correspond-
ing alkali analogue layered perovskites exhibit ionic conduc-
tion. For example, the n~2 member16 of the D±J series,
NaLaNb2O7, exhibits an ionic conductivity20 of
1.8061024 S cm21 at 600 ³C with an activation energy of
0.30 eV (300±600 ³C) for sodium ion conduction.

An interesting aspect of these materials is that there is
structural similarity to the well-known layered compounds
most extensively studied by many laboratories, the so-called
beta-aluminas,21 which are ®nding applications in many solid
state devices such as high temperature batteries and sensors for
various gases.22 Both layered perovskites and beta-alumina are
2D-layered materials, the alkali metal ions lie in-between the
perovskites or spinel blocks. The electrical ionic conductivity is
due to the migration of alkali metal ions in the interlayer
conduction paths. In view of the structural similarity, we
explore the possible electrochemical applications of the n~3
member D±J layered perovskites. In our primary investiga-
tions, we found that RbCa2Nb3O10

14 exhibits an unusual
increase in the electrical current in the amperometric limiting
current sensors for ammonia gas at 400 ³C. We realized that the
observed current is likely to be due to the proton migration in
this material since ammonia is unstable at this temperature.
Indeed, as we expected, D±J series oxides exhibit much higher
conductivity in hydrogen atmospheres. For example,
KCa2Nb3O10 exhibits an electrical conductivity of
3.261024 S cm21 with an activation energy of 0.25 eV at
45 ³C in a hydrogen atmosphere. The conductivity value is
much higher than that of the 3D-acceptor doped perovskites6±9

and comparable to many 3D materials exhibiting mono-valent
ionic conduction such as NASICONs23 and LISICONs.24
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2. Experimental aspects

D±J layered perovskite oxides of the general formula AA'2
M3O10 (A~K, Rb, Cs; A'~Ca; M~Nb, Ta) were prepared by
using solid state reactions of appropriate mixtures of ANO3,
CaCO3, Nb2O5 and Ta2O5 obtained from Fluka or Aldrich
(purityw99.9%) at elevated temperatures in alumina cruci-
bles.14,15 20 wt% excess alkali metal carbonates or nitrates were
added to avoid any loss of alkali metal ion during the synthesis.
Any excess alkali was removed by washing with water. The
powder samples were characterized with regard to phase
formation by powder X-ray diffraction (XRD) using a
Siemens-D5000 powder X-ray diffractometer (CuKa) at
room temperature. The powders were made into compact
cylinders by isostatic pressing at 38 kN cm22 and sintering in
air at the same temperature at which the polycrystalline
samples were synthesized. The sintered cylinders were cut into
thin coin-type pellets (y1.2 mm thick with 10 mm diameters)
suitable for the electrical measurements.

The pellet surfaces were pasted with platinum paste and
annealed at 850 ³C for 1 h. Impedance data were obtained in
the temperature range 50±750 ³C using an HP4192A HP
impedance bridge in the frequency range 5 Hz±13 MHz in air
and hydrogen atmospheres. Prior to all impedance measure-
ments, the samples were kept at constant temperature for a
minimum of about 6±9 h. Electrical conductivity data were

obtained from the low-frequency minimum of the impedance
plot. Open-circuit potentials of the galvanic cells were
measured using a digital electrometer (1014 V, Ionic Systems).

3. Results and discussion

The phase formation of the layered perovskites was con®rmed
by comparison of the powder X-ray diffraction patterns (XRD)
and the lattice parameters with literature data. Electrical
conductivity values obtained using the AC impedance method
in air are comparable to similar values available in the
literature. As expected, the conductivity behavior of the layered
perovskites in hydrogen gas is distinctly different from the air
data. Typical impedance plots obtained in a hydrogen atmo-
sphere at 100 ³C are shown in Fig. 1. We see simple single
semicircles with no visible low frequency tails. This indicates a
simple parallel resistance±capacitance analog. This observation
is typical for the ionic conducting material with non-blocking
electrodes. However, at 100 ³C in air, we did not observe
semicircles suggesting that the impedance of the sample
decreased under the hydrogen atmosphere.

Arrhenius plots for the electrical conduction of ACa2Nb3O10

(A~K, Rb, Cs) in hydrogen gas together with air data are
shown in Figs. 2±4. There is a strong, but continuous, increase
in the electrical conduction at around 150 ³C. We see
conductivity values several orders of magnitude higher than
in air. The conductivity value obtained from the ®rst cooling
and heating at different steps follows the same line indicating
the true conductivity behavior of the samples. Among the
series, KCa2Nb3O10 exhibits the highest conductivity of
3.261024 S cm21 which is much higher than that of the
corresponding Rb- and Cs-analogues. This ®nding is similar to

Fig. 1 Impedance plots obtained at 100 ³C in a hydrogen atmosphere
from the second cooling cycle: (a) KCa2Nb3O10, (b) RbCa2Nb3O10,
and (c) CsCa2Nb3O10.

Fig. 2 Arrhenius plots for electrical conduction of KCa2Nb3O10: (a) in
air and (b) in a hydrogen atmosphere. The closed data points represent
the heating cycle and the open data points represent the cooling cycle.

Fig. 3 Arrhenius plots for electrical conduction of RbCa2Nb3O10: (a)
in air and (b) in a hydrogen atmosphere. The closed data points
represents the heating cycle and the open data points represent the
cooling cycle.
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that found in air. The difference in the electrical conductivity
value lies possibly in the small structural difference across the
series. Table 1 summarizes the electrical conductivity data of
layered perovskites both in air and hydrogen. We assume that
layered perovskites, ACa2Nb3O10, may not contain defects
such as oxygen vacancies due to alkali evaporation during the
synthesis. It may be compensated by excess alkali added during
the synthesis. Even if oxygen vacancies exist in the investigated
temperature range (50±300 ³C) its contribution to the total
conductivity will be negligibly small. Thus, we believe that the
observed high electrical conductivity in hydrogen is most likely
due to proton conduction in the layered perovskites.

To our knowledge, the proton conduction in oxides that do
not contain oxygen vacancies has not been reported, except for
off-stoichiometric Ba3CaNb2O9 which exhibits proton con-
ductivity25 that is comparable to Nd-doped BaCeO3.10 We
believe that in the present investigation a similar conductivity
mechanism is applicable since the layered perovskite contains
neither oxygen vacancies nor protons. However, further
clari®cation on the mechanism of proton conduction is
nescessary.

We see a similar increase in the electrical conductivity
behavior in 1000 ppm ammonia gas in argon for the D±J series
of ACa2Nb3O10 layered perovskites. For the purposes of
comparison we measured the electrical conductivity of one of
the Ta-compounds, KCa2Ta3O10, in a 1000 ppm ammonia
atmosphere. Unlike ACa2Nb3O10, the corresponding Ta-
compound26 KCa2Ta3O10 exhibits a small increase in the
electrical conduction in ammonia as compared to air. The
conductivity obtained from the ®rst heating and cooling cycle
falls on the same line with an activation energy of 0.96 eV
(Fig. 5). We have measured the electrical conductivity of
K2La2Ti3O10,27 an n~3 member of the R±P series, in a
hydrogen atmosphere for the purposes of comparison and the
data are shown in Fig. 6. The conductivity value is similar to
that of the Cs-compound, CsCa2Nb3O10. The conductivity is
much less than for the corresponding K-analogue,
KCa2Nb3O10. The result is consistent with the interlayer
cation density and the conductivity behavior of the layered
perovskites. It is known that the D±J series has lower interlayer
cation density than the R±P series, favorable for ionic
conduction in-between the perovskite slabs, hence it is most

likely that the D±J series exhibits much higher conductivity in
both air and hydrogen atmospheres.

We also investigated the effect of water vapor on the
electrical conductivity of KCa2Nb3O10 by passing humidi®ed
argon gas (the argon gas was humidi®ed by bubbling through
hot water, maintained at 100 ³C using an oil bath) over the
sample. We see that there is no in¯uence on the electrical
conduction (Fig. 7). This result is not surprising since the
layered perovskite material does not contain oxygen vacancies
and hence we would not expect interaction of water vapor as
described in eqn. (1).

The results suggest that Nb-compounds are most likely being
reduced in a hydrogen atmosphere resulting in electronic
conduction or the generation of oxygen vacancies which favors

Fig. 4 Arrhenius plots for electrical conduction of CsCa2Nb3O10: (a) in
air and (b) in a hydrogen atmosphere. The closed data points represents
the heating cycle and the open data points represent the cooling cycle.

Fig. 5 Arrhenius plots for electrical conduction of KCa2Ta3O10 in air
and in 1000 ppm ammonia.

Fig. 6 Arrhenius plots for electrical conduction of K2La2Ti3O10 in a
hydrogen atmosphere. The closed data points represent the heating
cycle and the open data points represent the cooling cycle.

Table 1 Electrical conductivity data of the layered perovskites,
AA'2M3O10 (A~K, Rb, Cs; A'~Ca; M~Nb) and K2La2Ti3O10

Compound s700 ³C,air/S cm21 s270 ³C,H2
/S cm21 Ea,H2

/eV Ea,air/eV

KCa2Nb3O10 5.661025 1.5361022 0.25 0.89
RbCa2Nb3O10 4.261025 7.7661024 0.34 0.73
CsCa2Nb3O10 1.061024 9.4061025 0.44 0.58
K2La2Ti3O10 Ð 9.0061025 0.44 Ð

Fig. 7 Arrhenius plots for electrical conduction of KCa2Nb3O10, in air
(open and closed squares) and in humidi®ed argon gas (open and closed
triangles). The closed data points represent the heating cycle and the
open data points represent the cooling cycle.
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proton conduction similar to that of acceptor doped-3D
perovskites. However, we do not see any signi®cant change in
weight during the thermogravimetric experiments using
hydrogen gas up to 750 ³C (1 ³C min21). The compounds are
slightly blue in color at the surface after the electrical
conductivity measurements. So the possible electronic con-
tribution to the total ionic conduction may be present in only
small amounts. Further investigations are needed, however, to
quantify the contribution of electronic conductivity to the total
conductivity.

Table 2 lists the stable EMF for different galvanic cells
utilizing KCa2Nb3O10 as electrolyte. In all cases, the electrode
with higher hydrogen activity has the negative polarity. The
difference in the hydrogen partial pressure between the
electrodes can be due to the following electrode reactions:

H2?2Hzz2e{ at the hydrogen side (anode)

2Hzz1=2O2z2e{?H2O at the air side (cathode)

It is interesting to note that the blue colored sample also shows
a stable EMF of 2580 mV under similar conditions. For
electronic conduction, one would not observe any stable
EMF. Hence, the observed EMF/conductivity is most likely
ionic/protonic in nature.

Fig. 8 compares the electrical conductivity data of
KCa2Nb3O10 obtained from the second cycle in a hydrogen
atmosphere. We see that at low temperature the conductivity is
much higher than some of the well-known perovskite oxide ion
conductors LSGM,28 high temperature proton conductors
based on the acceptor doped-BaCeO3,6±9 Ba3(CaNb2)O9.25 The
conductivity is comparable to that of the NASICONs,23 Li-b-
alumina and lithium ion conductors based on the perovskite
(Li,La)TiO3.29 Further work is in progress to use these material
as electrolytes in galvanic cell applications, such as sensors for
hydrogen, and ammonia gas sensors at low temperature.

4. Conclusions

Layered perovskites of the Dion±Jacobson (D±J) type,
AA'2Nb3O10 (A~K, Rb, Cs; A'~Ca), exhibit unusual

electrical properties in hydrogen atmospheres. Among the
oxides investigated, KCa2Nb3O10 exhibits the highest ionic
conductivity of 3.261024 S cm21 at 45 ³C, which is compar-
able to some of the cation and anion conductors based on the
perovskite structure. We see that electrical conduction depends
on the hydrogen and ammonia concentration which suggests
that these layered oxides may be potential candidates for
hydrogen and ammonia gas sensors.
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